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Athens
Athens, the capital of Greece is the city with a glorious history, the birthplace of
civilization. It is the city where democracy was born and where many wise men lived
and worked. Athens is constantly inhabited since the Neolithic Age.
Location and climate
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History and sights
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was the 5th century. In 1834 Athens was chosen to be the capital of
Greece. The city now inhabits more than 4,5 million people.
Athens is built around the Acropolis and the pinnacle of Mt.
Lycabettus, which the goddess Athena was said to have dropped
from the heavens as a bulwark to defend the city. Dominating the
landscape, the Acropolis is an architectural masterpiece and one of
the most famous historical monuments in the world. The Holy Rock
of Acropolis dates back to the 5th BC. The entrance to the Acropolis
is the Propylea, which extends 150 feet adjoining the temple of
Athena Nike or Wingless Victory (which was built from 430 to
424-3 BC).
The Parthenon is situated on the highest part of the Acropolis and
was built between 447 and 437 BC and reflects the values and the
objectives of the Athenian State at the time. It was here that modern
democracy began.
Plaka used to be called by the Greeks the neighbourhood of the
gods. Today Plaka is one of the main attractions for the tourists, where
restaurants, cafes, souvenir shops can be found.

Anafiotica is a must see area just over Plaka and under Acropolis to
the east. Anafiotica is like a small island within Athens. Builders from
the small island of Anafi built their traditional white washed houses
in the tiny winding streets and steps of this area when they were
building the Royal Palace. Today the Palace is the Greek Parliament.
In front of it is the Parliament square or Plateia Syntagmatos in
Greek, the central place of Athens. Next to the Parliament are the
National Gardens and the Zappeion exhibition hall.
Not far from Zappeion are the Temple of Olympian Zeus and the
Hadrian arch. To the Panathinaikon stadium, where the first
Olympic Games took place, you can get by a brief walk through the
National Garden or through Zappeion.
Most of the exhibits in the Attalos Stoa Museum are connected with
the Athenian Democracy and this is the reason that the ceremony of
the entrance in the European Union of the 10 new member countries
in 2003 took place at the Attalos Stoa.

Not for reproduction, publication or distribution without the prior written consent of the author: SailingEurope.

Greece

Athens

Athens today

Athens today
Athens has always attracted people’s attention, and the return of the
Olympic Games to their birthplace in 2004 proved that.
Athens is one of the most entertaining European cities, which has
to offer any kind of entertainment you like. The cafeteria is the main
meeting place. During the day cafes are packed with young people.
The most fashionable places are around the Athens University and
Kolonaki.
However, Athens is best known for its rich nightlife. The options
for entertainment are numerous. From cinemas and theatres to
restaurants and night clubs, many of which open after midnight.

How to arrive?
The best way to arrive to Athens is by air, but there are, of course, the
alternative routes by train, car or ferry boats which leave from various
ports of Italy like Venice, Ancona, Bari, Brindisi and Otranto as well as
the train journey through the Balkan Peninsula.
By plane
The new Athens airport Eleftherios Venizelos is located in Spata and
is one of the best airports in Europe. It airport serves daily flights to
Greece from several international airlines from all over the world. Taxis
and buses to and from Athens can be found opposite the main exit
of the airport. The bus journey is cheap and takes about 40 to 45
minutes to the city centre at Syntagma (Parliament) Square. The best
option is to take the Athens Metro.

By ferry
The main harbor, Piraeus, 11 kilometres southwest of Athens, is a 15
minute metro ride to Monastiraki and Omonia squares. Bus runs from
Piraeus to central Athens every half hour.
By car
If you are driving to Greece and you prefer to take a ferry from Italy,
head towards Ancona, Venice Bari or Brindisi, those ports have daily
connections to Corfu Igoumenitsa and Petras. Petras is about 207
kilometres away from Athens.
Be careful, driving in Greece is not easy. Greek drivers are speeding
and overtaking without warning. There are some good highways like
the Corinth-Athens and the Athens Larissa and the Egnatia highway.
By train
Trains from the south and west arrive at the Peloponnese station,
about 1,5 kilometres northwest of Omonia Square. Trains from
the north arrive at Larissa station, just across the tracks from the
Peloponnese Station.
Athens transportation
The urban buses are connecting Athens with suburban areas and
with the rest of the mainland of Greece.
The tram runs all the way from Parliament square to the south coastal
suburbs. The Attiko Metro is a privately owned company that has
three lines, the first being Piraeus-Kifisia, and the other two are the
red line Agios Antonios-Agios Dimitrios and the blue line AegleoDoukissis Plankentias. From Doukissis Plakentias, the passengers can
take the suburban rail to the Airport of Athens.
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